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____ To: Honolulu City Council Budget Committee Public Hearing: ~
Special Meeting c.~ —

Atten: Chairman Nester Garcia, Chair and Members of the Budget
Corn m ittee

Re: Bill 16 (2009) Executive Operation Budget and Program, (Item
TF) Transit Improvement Bond Fund

Transit Testimony of Jeffrey Nishi, AlA, President AlA Honolulu
Chapter

My name is Jeffrey Nishi and I am the President of the Honolulu
Chapter ofthe American Institute of Architects. I am here to provide
testimony on behalf of AlA Honolulu,

The AlA does support a rail transit system and believes that a viable,
flexible light rail system that is capable of running at-grade or elevated
as the conditions warrant, could be completed faster and built and
maintained for less money, saving all of our taxpayers billions of
dollars.

We urge the Council to consider the following concerns as you plan the
funding for the Honolulu High-capacity Transit Corridor Project.

1. The Council should stipulate that the city must coordinate with the
Federal Transit Authority (FTA) and obtain formal approval from the
FIA that the Federal funding (approximately 1.4 billion dollars) for the
Honolulu High-capacity Transit Corridor Project will be forth coming
prior to the spending of any appropriated transit construction funds.
This is needed to insure that the funding expended by the City will be
counted as the City’s Contribution to the project and to insure that the
Federal funding will be forthcoming for this project. This approval of
the PTA is critical if construction is to be started before the Final
Environmental Impact Statement is accepted and the Federal Transit
Authority accepts the entire project.
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2. The Council should require that transit technology shall be configured
as a low floored light rail system and shall be able to be operated
safely on city streets. The system should allow the flexibility to be
operated at ground level, elevated and underground. The system
should be able to take advantage of the lower cost of routing at grade,
has the ability to rise over or diving under obstacles and is easily
accessible to the handit~pped and elderly.

3. The Council should evaluate the true light rail at-grade alternative.
Application of this system may be appropriate in many areas along
the route. Should this happen the cost of the system can be reduced
significantly because of the elimination of the elevated guide ways
and elevated stations including elevators, escalators, crossover
walkways, stairs, additional land acquisition and supporting structure.

Weare now facing a serious recession, It is true that this transit
system will create jobs and stimulate our receding economy but we
cannot afford to waste our money and burden our city with any debt
that is a result of inefficient and needless spending.

Thank you for this opportunity to present our comments with the goal
of improving the Honolulu High-capacity Transit Corridor Project

Mahalo,

Jeffrey Y. Nishi AlA,
President, AlA Honolulu
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